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Commentary on Job 1:1; 2:1-10 (Tested)
Theodicy is the study of the nature of evil in a world created by a loving God.  The book of Job 

confronts this age old question head on or does it?  The prose of chapters 1, 2, and 42 are written in a 
very different style than the majority of the book which is written in a highly stylized form of poetry.  
This has led many scholars to argue that the intro and conclusion were added much later.  It is in the 
introduction that the reason for Job's suffering is given (wager between God and Satan) and in the 
conclusion all that was lost is restored.  Without the prose, the Book of Job is simply a story of 
suffering and faithfulness in the midst of suffering.  There is no greater reason given and no happy 
ending.  The text today deals with the reason behind Job's suffering.  It is important to note that Satan is
not the “Devil” (a Greek concept) but refers to the prosecuting attorney in a Jewish court.  The role of 
the “Ha Satan” is to discredit the testimony of the witness.  This is exactly what the role of Satan is in 
the Book of Job.  God declares that Job is a true witness of faith and Satan is determined to break that 
witness.  Job's wife is ready to reject the witness when she says “Curse God, and die” but Job never 
rejects God.  His witness is never broken, just shaken.

Job 2:10 Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?
Given what was lost, are you more like Job or his wife?
Is not his wife's reaction to the tragedy a more typical reaction?
Why did Job react the way he did? Piety or shock?
What does it mean to accept Jesus as your Lord?
Could it mean accepting the good and the bad by faith?

Commentary on Mark 12:28-34 (Love)
Jesus has now entered Jerusalem and his "trial" has begun.  While the official trial will occur 

after his arrest, the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the scribes are all searching of "just cause" to arrest 
Jesus.  The first up is the Pharisees who try to trick Jesus into treason with the question about paying 
taxes (12:13-17).  The Sadducees try to trap Jesus in a moral argument concerning marriage and 
resurrection.  This trap refers to a law in Deuteronomy 25:5 regarding the social protection of widows.  
Since, in a patriarchal society, the men are the providers, widows were often dependent upon their sons 
for support.  The law tries to protect the widow without a son by marrying her to her bother-in-law.  
Jesus avoids the trap by redefining life after the resurrection.  The final "test" by the scribe in the lesson
today attempts to trap Jesus into theological argument about the law.  Jesus, however, responds with 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18.  With this answer, not only satisfies the scribe but also 
reminds those testing him of Deuteronomy 6:16, "Do not put the LORD your God to the test".  

Mark 12:33 'to love...'-- this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."
How surprising do you think this answer was?
Does it make a difference that the religious system in Jerusalem was centered on sacrifices?
How does this answer in Mark put the cross in context?  Sacrifice or an act of love?
How do you think Jesus reacted after a serious of questions meant to trap him?
Do you think he saw hope in this righteous answer?

Commentary on Hebrews 9:11-14 (Holy Place)
The Book of Hebrews addresses how Jesus Christ replaces the sacrificial system of the Temple 

which was most likely destroyed at the time of this book.  In this chapter, the writer begins by 
describing both the ordinary sacrifices in the outer chamber and the atonement sacrifice in the Holy of 



Holies.  Then Jesus, whom the book has already established as the High Priest, entered not into the 
earthly Temple but rather the Heavenly Temple which the earthly Temple represented.  Instead of an 
animal sacrifice, Jesus offered himself as the perfect lamb to make atonement for all time.  This is not 
an atonement of the flesh only but of the soul and conscience.  While Temple sacrifices where made to 
atone for the flesh which is dead, Jesus makes atonement and reconciliation with the living God.

Hebrews 9:14 how much more will the blood of Christ … purify our conscience from dead works to 
worship the living God!

How much do you know about the day of atonement?
What would it be like yearly to depend upon a sacrifice to know if God will bless you?
Forgive you?
If the blood of an animal can atone the body, what about the blood of Christ?
Has atonement gone beyond a good life on earth to an eternal life with God?
Is a living relationship with God more important than a dead relationship with tradition?

Sermon “One thing Necessary”
Some religions require pilgrimages while others require long periods of fasting.  Some require 

followers to go on a spiritual quest while others require elaborate sacrifices.  No matter how much we 
try, however, nothing we do will ever be enough.  What can we do or give that God does not already 
have?  All that we are asked to do is to love.  A simple command that takes a lifetime to fulfill. 

When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandments of the LORD to the Israelite people, 
he responded by quoting Deuteronomy.  The LORD is one and you shall love God with all your being 
and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The scribe added that this is more important than any 
sacrifice including pilgrimages, fasting, or quests.  While the covenant with the people sealed by Moses
requires penalties for braking God's law, the amount a penalties were more than any human could pay.  
God, incarnate in Jesus, paid the price on the cross and then entered the heavenly throne room to once 
and for all time according to Hebrews to satisfy all the penalties and the covenant.  We were given a 
new covenant not based on what we are unable to do (be holy) but rather on what we were created to 
do which is love.  But what does that love look like?

Creation is in a constant fluctuation between growth and decay.  Just as new life comes into the 
world, so it is that other life leaves.  This constant change brings emotional pain of loss and at times 
physical pain.  When all of these things happen at once, the effect can devastate an individual 
emotional, physically, and mentally.  If the person is devastated spiritually depends on the faith that 
surrounds that person.  We can either be like Job's wife and add to the devastation or we can surround 
them with love.  Not just loving platitudes but the loving presence that conveys God's real presence in 
that moment.  We become a means of grace and a means of God's love.  That love provides an 
assurance that even during drastic fluctuations, God's presence and love is constant.  But isn't God 
always with us?

There is a difference between knowing that God is with us and experiencing that very real 
presence.  When we love God with our whole being, God begins to transform us, to sanctify us.  We not
only love God but in return become filled with God's love.  That love not only sustains us but, like a 
cup that overflows, pours out into all of our relationships.  That love also opens our eyes to those we 
are lonely and lost.  We begin to see those who like Job are journeying through pain.  With our eyes 
open and our hearts full, we become messengers of God's loving presences not through words but 
through quiet presence.  We remind those struggling of what they already know, “God is with us.  We 
are not alone.  Thank be to God!”

Like Martha, we busy ourselves with so many things and disciplines – fasting, quests, 
pilgrimages, and other sacrificial acts, when in fact there is only one thing necessary – love.  Love God 
and the world will so see God's love through you.


