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Commentary on Job 42:1-11
Some scholars argue that the end of the story is Job 42:6 with Job's repentance.  Job repents, not

for any unknown actions as his "friends" had suggested, but for his presumption that he could know the
mind of God.  If Job repents, does that mean that Satan won?  The suffering of Job never caused Job to 
reject God or deny God's sovereignty.  Job did end up questioning whether or not God is a just God.  If 
God is not just, can God be loving?  This is why Job states that "I did not understand".  Job had heard 
of God, but now he knew God as a just and merciful God.  It should be noted that Job was restored not 
because he prayed for himself but because he prayed for his friends.  In the end, it is not Job's self 
absorption but rather his focus on the needs of others that restores him.  It is when we give to others 
that we begin to receive ourselves.

Job 42:10 And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends.
What does this say about prayer?
Could Job be restored while he was focused on his own problems?
How do you feel when you pray for others more than yourself?
Could it be that our blessing is only found when we bless others?
What doe it mean that after Job's prayer, people began to show compassion for Job?

Commentary on Mark 10:46-52
In typical Mark fashion, the text must be read in the larger context.  This concludes Jesus' 

teaching before the "Triumphal Entry" which begins the time we celebrate as holy week.  As the 
conclusion, Mark emphasizes that ever since Jesus proclaimed his coming suffering after Peter's 
confession, the disciples have been blind in their understanding of what it means to call Jesus the 
Messiah.  This is not simply a story of curing a blind man but must be read in light of the story of 
James and John's question.  Once again, Jesus asks, "What do you want me to do for you?"  In contrast 
to the desire of James and John for power and prestige, Bartimaeus simply asks, "My teacher, let me 
see again."  With this simple request, the disciples are shown to be truly blind and the one who is blind 
is the only one looking with the eyes of faith.  

Mark 10:51 Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, 
"My teacher, let me see again."

What do you want from Jesus?
Is what your seeking in line with what Jesus says about God's will?
Are you asking for fleeting things on earth or eternal things in heaven?
What is more important: your life here or your relationship with God?
By asking to see, is not the man also asking for healing of the soul as well as the body?

Commentary on Hebrews 7:23-28
Both the authorship and date of the Book of Hebrews is unknown.  If the date is after 70, it 

sheds light on books focus on Jesus as the High Priest.  In 66 A.D., the Jewish people revolted against 
Roman rule which resulted in a four year guerrilla war ending in 70 A.D. with the destruction of the 
Temple.  Sacrificial Temple worship before 70 was the heart of Jewish life and had become the 
foundation of their religious system.  When the Temple was destroyed, the sacrificial means of 
salvation ended leaving many questioning the state of their soul.  Against this background, the writer of
Hebrews shows that Jesus is not only an eternal priest but has no need of a sacrifice or a Temple since 



he made one sacrifice that was sufficient for all times.  It is based on this passage, that many later 
Protestant churches no longer had an "Altar" but a "Table of Remembrance".  The early Roman 
Catholic understanding was that elements on the "altar" represented a perpetual sacrifice.  In line with 
this understanding, the crucifix (the cross with Jesus) is prominently displayed.  The "Table of 
Remembrance" with the "resurrection" cross (no Jesus) points to the fact that the sacrifice happened on 
Good Friday once and for all time. 

Hebrews 7:27 Unlike the other high priests, Jesus has no need to offer sacrifices day after day; this he 
did once for all when he offered himself.

Is Jesus' sacrifice sufficient for your guilt?
Is remembering the sacrifice and reliving the sacrifice different?
By reliving the sacrifice, are we making Jesus pay over and over for our sin?
If God says we are forgiven, then who are we to say that we are not?
Is it more important to remember the sacrifice or that you are forgiven?

Sermon “A Blueprint for Health”
How many times have you heard that the key to good health is eating right, exercise, and 

restorative sleep?  These are not impossible but can be time consuming and inconvenient.  In a world of
instant gratification, inconvenience is a bad word.  Discipline is often sacrificed for our wants and 
needs.  To be a disciple of a healthy physical life or a healthy spiritual life requires making the keys to 
that life a priority.  Just as there are keys to good health, there are also keys to a healthy spiritual life.  
The reading from Job points to these keys and the readings from Mark and Hebrews illustrate their 
importance. 

The first key to spiritual health is humility before God.  Often referred to as “the fear of the 
LORD”, humility comes when a person transitions from knowing about God to actually encountering 
God through grace.  This encounter for Job caused him to repent on a mound of ashes.  He didn't repent
from any moral sin but rather from the arrogance of thinking he knew all about God and God's 
righteousness.  It was arrogance because it is impossible for any finite human to know all about the 
infinite God any more than we ever fully know our loved ones or even ourselves.  Humility is 
accepting our ignorance.  In one sense, like Bartimaeus in Mark, we are all blind in our ignorance 
seeking God to restore our sight.  Accepting that God is God and we are not is the first key to spiritual 
health.  This is not easy in a world that says we are masters of our own destiny.

The next key is forgiving and being forgiven.  Through our humility before God, we begin to 
recognize our arrogance in others.  This arrogance often leads to a survival of the fittest attitude in 
society, in business, and in life.  Couples keep score of wrongs.  Policies are made without regard for 
damage done both physically and emotionally to others.  People and behaviors are condemned based on
ideology rather than on their humanity.  We live in a world where the blind lead the blind.  In our 
humility, we begin to see ourselves and our world through the eyes of God's will and are ashamed.  
God calls us, like Job, to forgive those who have mislead, mistreated, or hurt us in any way.  It is only 
when we forgive others of their blindness that we can accept the offer of forgiveness found in Jesus.  As
Hebrews makes clear, Jesus has offered the sacrifice of forgiveness once for all time.  It is up to us by 
faith to accept that forgiveness as we have forgiven others.

The final key is to live into a life of humility and acceptance.  Once Job forgave and the LORD 
healed him, others began to show him sympathy and compassion.  When we are free from trying to be 
God and when we let go of past hurts and guilt, we find that God has laid out a way of living that leads 
to abundant life.  All that is required is to humbly follow God and walk with others in justice and 
mercy.  While this seems as easy as the keys to good health, in practice it requires discipline and a life 
of prayer.  People will keep hurting you and you will keep acting in moments of blindness.  These keys 
like those of good health must be practiced daily as we grow closer into a loving relationship with God,



with ourselves, and with our neighbors.


