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Commentary on Isaiah 62:1-5
Mount Zion was the location of the Jebusite fortress that David captured and renamed the City 

of David.  As Jerusalem grew to included not only Mount Zion but also Mount Moriah (Temple 
Mount), Zion began to be used to refer to the land around Jerusalem.  It is this land of Zion and city of 
Jerusalem which God will rename.  Just as God renamed Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah, and Jacob 
to Israel, the renaming of Zion and Jerusalem marks a new beginning.  The time of judgment and exile 
has ended and a new age has begun.  Jerusalem will be called Hepzibah (My Delight Is in Her) and 
Zion shall be Beulah (Married).  In a number of popular hymns, Beulah land is synonymous with 
heaven.

Isaiah 62:2 “you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.”
Have you ever been given a new name or title? (New last name, Mom, Grandpa)
How did that title or name change how you viewed yourself?
How did it change how people viewed you and your role?
Has your life ever so radically changed that you view your old self as another person?
What does it mean to you that God has given you a new name and a new start?

Commentary on  John 2:1-11
The lectionary Gospel reading takes the listener from the Jordan, near the Dead Sea, north to 

Cana of Galilee which is just past of Nazareth.  Jesus has been invited to a wedding most likely because
of his mother's relatives. Cana is only six miles from Nazareth.  This would explain Mary's concern 
over there not being enough wine.  It would also explain why the servants obeyed Mary.  While on the 
surface this appears to be a simple story of a wedding "disaster", the Gospel indicates that this was the 
first of his signs.  For the writer of John, the entire gospel must be read through the lens of the last 
supper.  When Jesus is baptize, John the Baptist says behold the Lamb of God.  Mary asks Jesus to 
make wine (symbolic of his blood) and he responds that it is not yet time.  Jesus, who will cleanses us 
of our sins by his blood, tells them to fill the water jars used for rites of purification.  This is why the 
wine is so good, it is the best that Jesus has to offer - his life.  In fact, the entire last supper can be 
interpreted as a wedding contract where the bride price is paid (bread), the intended bride accepts 
(wine), and the groom goes to prepare a place (resurrection).  

John 2:4 And Jesus said to her, “My hour has not yet come."
What does Jesus mean by “My hour”?
Is “My hour” connected to other uses of wine in the gospels like communion?
Does this relate to the fact that John does not tell the communion story but instead the washing 

of the feet?
What is the symbolism of water in John's version of the last supper?
Could water into wine be a reference to how far Jesus will go to serve humanity?

Commentary on  1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Last week, we read in Acts that the new believers were baptized in the Holy Spirit.  In Matthew,

Jesus reminds his followers that the tree will be known by the fruit it produces.  For the Corinthians, 
the fruit must be some manifestation of the Holy Spirit into which they were baptized.  Rather than 
celebrating these gifts, however, the Corinthians were using them to determine who among them were 
more gifted.  Paul reminded them that everyone who proclaims "Jesus is Lord" has received the Holy 



Spirit.  The gifts of the Holy Spirit do not indicate a special holiness of an individual but are given for 
the benefit of the whole body.  The gifts are meant to work together for the glory of God.

1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
Did you receive gifts at your graduation or wedding?
Why did people give those gifts?
What gifts proved most useful in you new life?
Could the gifts of the Spirit be seen as gifts needed for a new life?
How have the gifts of the Spirit helped you lead a new life in Christ?
Are there still some gifts you haven't unwrapped?

Reflection on Isaiah 62:1-5, John 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Sermon “Can you tell the best from the rest?”

The steward made the comment at the wedding that the host saved the best wine for last.  I 
wonder how many people could tell the difference.  By the steward's own admission, at this time during
the celebration most people are inebriated.  Between the party and the intoxication, would you have 
been able to tell the difference?  In a busy world where most people are either drunk on the ways of the 
world or simply trying to find a reason to celebrate and forget the ills of the world, are people willing to
drink from the cup that Christ offers?

It seems at time that the world is one big party and not always in a good way.  There are those 
that are having a good time and there are those in the corner simply wondering why they seem to be left
out.  Some are on top of the world while others are putting on a smiling face while their hearts break 
inside.  We all keep going back to the same drinks of money, prestige, power, and popularity.  While 
there are those who seem to drink and become happier, others become angry or depressed because they 
never seem to have enough to drink.  It is easy to get lost in this party thrown by the world where there 
seems to be so many expectations.  Job, friends, and family all seem to demand different roles to be 
played at this party.  Some want you to relax and enjoy while others demand that you take things more 
serious.  In the end, you can feel forsaken and the party can feel desolate.  We need a way out, a new 
name, and a new type of drink.

God tells the people in Isaiah that they no longer have to feel forsaken or desolate.  God has 
given them a new name and a new life.  Rather than forsaken, they are forever joined in an intimate 
relationship with God as God's spouse.  No one has to be in the corner by themselves because God is 
with them.  The joy of God in Christ is sweeter than any wine the world offers.  Instead of an empty 
and desolate party to distract ourselves, Jesus offers us an abundant life in which each day can be a 
source of delight even in the valley of death.  With grace upon grace, we drink from the cup of 
forgiveness and blessing to find a new life and a new name in Jesus.

This cup of forgiveness was offered at the last supper where Jesus also washed the feet of his 
disciples as an act of service.  While the Gospel of John doesn't have the Passover meal, the water of 
service at the foot-washing becomes the wine of forgiveness at the cross.  This is probably the reason 
Jesus told his mother at the wedding that it was not yet time.  The reason why the wine was so good 
was because it was a foretaste of the amazing forgiveness offered at the cross.  This is the wine of 
selfless service given to make us whole.  Water into wine is a life of service made sweet by the cross.

To equip us for this life of service, God has given us the Holy Spirit and gifts according to our 
skills and the needs of our community.  These gifts of the Spirit when used in service to God come 
together like parts of a body.  Just as there is one Lord and one Spirit, there is one Body of Christ made 
up of a variety of gifts to the glory of God.  This is the best wine saved for last not based on money, 
prestige, power, or popularity but rather on service out of love for God and for our neighbor.


