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Commentary on Mark 9:2-9  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
This passage, often called the Transfiguration of Christ, marks a definite change in the direction 

of Jesus' ministry.  Before the Transfiguration, Jesus was focused on his preaching ministry which also 
included healing.  After the Transfiguration, Jesus turns his attention to Jerusalem and the cross which 
is why it is used the Sunday before Lent.  When Jesus began his preaching ministry, Philip said to 
Nathanael, "We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote". (John 
1:45)  While Moses is associated with "the law", Elijah is often seen as "the prophet" primarily because
of his ascension in 2 Kings 2:1-12.  The appearance of Elijah and Moses on the mountain is often 
interpreted as a visual representation of Philips proclamation and is an appropriate end to this part of 
Jesus' ministry.  Not only was Jesus "unveiled" as the one foretold but the fulfillment of the very Word 
of God as Matthew says, "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come
not to abolish but to fulfill" (5:17).

Mark 9:6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
What is wiser: silence or speaking without knowledge?
And yet, have you ever put your foot in your mouth like Peter?
Could it be that we try to hide our fear and nervousness with words or actions?
When have you spoken when you need to be silent or been silent when you need to speak?
Have you ever tried the spiritual practice of taking a breath prayer before speaking?
Would it help to start?  (Example: Lord grant me the words to speak or the ears to listen)

Commentary on 2 Kings 2:1-14 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
After encountering God at Mt. Horeb, Elijah heads back to the land of Israel and encounters 

Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21).  While Elisha is in the background, Elijah has his final confrontation with 
Ahab and Jezebel in argument over Naboth's Vineyard (1 Kings 21).  The story has some echoes of the 
story of David and Bathsheba.  Ahab is urged by Jezebel to take what is not his and then kill to cover it 
up.  Like David, Ahab repents while Jezebel bides her time.  Because Ahab repent, God's wrath is 
shifted to Ahaziah (Ahab's son) who like his mother worships other gods which once again leads to a 
show down between Elijah and the leader of Israel (2 Kings 1).  After this final show down, Elijah goes
to be with God and asks Elisha to stay behind.   The procession from Bethel to Jericho to Gilgal and 
then to "east" of the Jordan is the reverse trip that Joshua made when leading Israel into the Promised 
Land (Joshua 1-8).  It was "east" of the Jordan that "Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land" 
(Deuteronomy 34:1)  Elijah, like Moses, passed on leadership of the people to the next generation.  For 
Moses, this next generation was Joshua and for Elijah it was Elisha.  While most people view Moses as
a deliverer, Deuteronomy states "Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses." (34:10)  
In this simple passage, both Elijah and Moses as well as their "disciples" are represented.  The 
insistence of Elisha on following Elijah three times is also similar to Ruth following Naomi (Ruth 1:8-
16).  All of these parallels are meant to point out to the reader that Elisha will become a great prophet 
and leader. 

2 Kings 2:5 And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
Have you ever been in a situation where you know what will happen but can not turn away?
Why did you stay?  Was it too tragic or too beautiful?
Have you ever experienced a holy time when the only true response is silence?

https://youtu.be/xbcq2W7m55c
https://youtu.be/M3Xua7NwjXE


Did you hear God in that silence?
When was the last time you encountered God in the silence?

Commentary on 2 Corinthians 4:3-6   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
If the Kings passage is used because of Moses and Elijah, than why this passage?  This passage 

deals with the nature of Transfiguration.  I read this quote from Nicholas Knisely which states it better 
than I could, "Transfiguration does not mean the same thing as the word Transformation.  
Transformation implies a remaking of the nature of a person or object. Transfiguration implies a 
revelation of the true nature."  Paul says that "our gospel is veiled" and that "the god of this world" 
keeps the unbeliever "from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God."  This veil of blindness or sin keeps people from the "revelation of the true nature" of Christ.  
This blindness or "darkness" can easily be seen in society's assumption about Christianity based on 
stereotypes rather than experienced faith.

2 Corinthians 4:6 shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge
How does God shine in your life?
Do you shine when you sit silently as someone in need shares their heart?
Do you shine when you share a word of hope from God to someone seeking hope?
Does your heart reveal the Holy Spirit in word and silence?
How can you open your heart more so that the light of Christ can be seen by others?

Sermon "Wisdom of Silence" (Sermon Video)
Surrounded by fresh fallen snow, a college student posted that it was like they were the only 

person in the world and that they were special.  It doesn't take a fresh snow fall to make someone feel 
that way.  It can happen every time we enter into a silent time of prayer.  As the fevered rush of life 
fades away and we enter more fully into the presence of our Creator, we begin to discover the beauty 
and wonder of silence.  The Psalmist writes, “Be still and know that I am God” (46:10).  It is only when
we move out of the way that we can truly and fully be present to God.  This is the nature of true 
communion and worship.  It is not about sacrifices or the perfect pitch but rather about being fully 
present.  Elisha understood this but Peter still had a long way to go.

Jesus invited Peter, James, and John up the mountain where Jesus usually went to pray.  The 
scene described in Scriptures is called the Transfiguration of Christ but maybe this is what happened 
every time Jesus went to pray.  A small group of spiritual writers throughout the history of the church 
have described this transfiguration as a glimpse into the communion Jesus enter into when he prayed.  
This time apart with the Law (Moses) and the prophets (Elijah) shows the intimate nature between the 
Word and the authors of the Bible.  There was no contradiction or rejection but rather a fuller and truer 
understanding of the will of the Father.  Instead of savoring this moment, this precious invitation to see 
into the deepest nature of Jesus, Peter choose to speak for “he did not know what to say for they were 
terrified”.  Peter's fear closed his eyes to the divine nature of Jesus being revealed and so they vanished.
God once again had to remind Peter to “be still” and “listen to him”.  How easy our fear of intimacy 
with God gets in our way of a deeper and truer worship experience.  Hiding behind our ritual like a 
veil, we keep God at arms length even though our souls long to be embraced by our Creator.

Paul says that this veil is taught to us by the world which places more emphasis on the physical 
than on the spiritual even though the physical is mortal and perishing.  It is difficult to focus on the 
spiritual with the constant demands of food, shelter, and safety.  Fear of pain, physical and emotional, 
drive us to “live in the real world” even if that world was made and is controlled by God.  Walking by 
faith is easy only when our physical needs are first satisfied.  It is another thing to walk by faith when 
everything in us wants to fight or flee.  Being still in the midst of chaos to the world seems foolish and 
yet to those who sit with Christ, they see the glory of God.  Removing the veil is to remove our false 

https://youtu.be/NpXCcZ3IJ84
https://youtu.be/-tfVPEgcdA0


sense of control and security relying instead completely on God by faith.  This is especially difficult as 
we walk through the valley of the shadow of death.

Elisha walked that path with Elijah despite Elijah's offer to flee and the warnings of the group of
prophets.  Instead, Elisha walked in silence being fully present with Elijah.  This is not only walking by
faith but also walking in love.  Only those who truly love can be truly present.  This is not sibling love 
(philos), romantic love (eros) or parental love (storge) but rather selfless love (agape) which seeks the 
best for another without thought of self.  Elisha did not want to see Elijah walk this path alone and 
silenced the comments of those who watched rather than walked.  It was through these eyes of love 
with the veil of the world removed that Elisha saw Elijah be taken by the chariot of fire.  It is through 
eyes of love that the disciples caught a glimpse of the transfiguration.  And it is through those same 
eyes that we may see the true cost of the cross.

The call of Lent is to let go of the veils that the world has given us.  Like a childhood security 
blanket, there comes a time to put away childish things and embrace the only true Source of security.  
Our habits and rituals we have used to cope with life have become crutches which keep us from 
walking by faith.  Until we let them go, we will never develop the spiritual strength to run the race 
without fainting.  Only by letting go of the veils of this world will we see the glory of God in the face 
of Christ Jesus.  Lent is not as much about denial as it is about becoming who we were created to be 
before we became defendant upon the crutches of the world.  Let go and be still and you will 
experience the beauty and wonder of God. 


