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Commentary on Joshua 5:9-12
Just as the Israelites entered the wilderness by crossing the Red Sea, so it ends with the crossing

of the Jordan (which was flooded) on dry ground as with the Red Sea.  To mark the end of their journey
and the fulfillment of God's promise, they built and altar made of twelve stones representing the tribes 
and circumcised all the males.  The journey that began with the first Passover in Egypt now ends with 
the first Passover in the Promised Land.  While archaeologists are unclear as to the exact location of 
Gilgal, it is located between the oasis city of Jericho and the flood plain of the Jordan north of the Dead
Sea.  The area would need to be large enough to accommodate all the Israelites while at the same time 
not posing an immediate threat to Jericho which was a fortified city.

Joshua 5:9 The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." 
Can you recall closing a difficult chapter in your life?
How did it feel when it was over?
Where you anxious to just move forward or did you take a moment?
What lessons did you learn?
Can you imagine how it felt to finally reach the promised land?

Commentary on Luke 15:11-32
Jesus had a meal with some Pharisees on the Sabbath during which he healed and critiqued their

view of who should be honored and who should be invited before leaving (14:1-25).  After his critique 
of who they ate with, the Pharisees pointed out that Jesus ate with the unclean sinners and tax 
collectors.  Jesus responded by telling three parables about people and things that are lost: sheep, coin, 
and the son.   If a shepherd seeks out one lost sheep, wouldn't the “Good Shepherd” seek out a lost 
soul?  Jesus then points out that if a person rejoices over a lost coin, how much more will the Father 
rejoice over a lost soul.  Finally Jesus ends with the parable of the son who is lost.  While the parable 
begins by implying that the youngest is the lost son (tax collectors and sinners), it ends by revealing 
that the one who is truly lost is the oldest who fails to understand the Father's love (Pharisees).  In the 
eyes of justice and righteousness, the true prodigal is the father who breaks with traditions in order to 
show love.  Tradition demanded that when a son rejected his father and treated him as one who is dead 
(the asking for an inheritance), the son also rejected the community and was to be stoned upon return 
until the father opened the door.  By running out to meet him and putting a cloak upon him, the father 
spared the son from judgment by the community.

Luke 15:20 But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him and kissed him.

Have you ever anxiously waited for someone to arrive or call?
Did you ever give up waiting?
What if you were waiting on a loved one?
Can you imagine every day hoping but not knowing if they would ever come back?
What do you think the father felt when he saw his youngest son walking home?
Can you imagine God feeling the same way about you?

Commentary on 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
In chapter 5, Paul continues his focus on the fragility of the mortal life or life in "clay jars" 

introduced in chapter 4.  While our true spiritual home is with God, we have a temporal home in our 



physical bodies.  We should not let that temporal home rule our lives but we should remember to live 
according to our spiritual home.  This means that we view things through the spiritual eyes of faith and 
not our physical eyes.  We now see through the eyes of Christ because we are new creations in Christ.  
While we once view people through eyes of clay, we no longer view them through a human “clay” 
point of view.  As member of One Body in Christ, we see each other as members in need of 
reconciliation for the benefit of the whole.  Just as creation is reconciled to the Creator in Christ, so in 
Christ is humanity reconciled with one another.  As members of the Body with our spiritual eyes open, 
we are ambassadors for Christ (5:20) spreading the word of reconciliation. The “clay jars” which 
separated us are now discarded for our new life united in Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:19 “in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.”

Have you ever tried to mend a broken relationship?
Were the wounds too deep or too fresh?
Did they desire judgment more than reconciliation?
What does it mean that Jesus came to reconcile and not to judge?
If we follow Jesus, what should be our motivation?
How does this change the way you view other people?

Reflection on Joshua 5:9-12, Luke 15:11-32, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Sermon “Reconciliation”

On the way to the cross it is easy to become to focused on suffering.  Suffering for the sake of 
suffering in an offense to the goodness of God's creation.  We were created to have life abundantly in 
harmony with all of creation and God.  This is shalom.  Suffering only becomes redemptive when it 
occurs on the road to shalom.  Reconciliation often means we have to give up something or leave 
something behind in order to gain so much more.  That loss of place, comfort, or identity can cause 
suffering and grief.  Birth, death, marriage, and a new job can all cause a degree of suffering and loss 
but they all are gateways into new life.  The scriptures this Sunday all address the issues of 
reconciliation and new beginnings.

What began as a temporary home during a region wide drought and famine became some four 
hundred years in Egypt.  In a sense, the people choose to live in the land of Pharaoh rather than the land
promised by God.  This choice would lead to slavery and disgrace.  God, however, forgave their 
rejection and delivered them from Egypt at the Passover and the parting of the Red Sea.  It is 
appropriate, therefore, that with the parting of the Jordan and a celebration of Passover the peoples long
exile from the Promised Land would end.  After years of suffering in Egypt and then in the wilderness, 
the people were finally reconciled with God in the land of Abraham, Issac, and Jacob.  How often do 
we hear about people who started a temporary job or moved to a temporary place only to later feel 
trapped in that situation.  The story of Exodus is that with God's help we can find new life and an 
abundant life if we are willing to suffer the loss of the familiar and step out by faith.  In the end, we too 
will set foot in the promised land but it may be a long journey to get there.

In the parable Jesus told, the youngest son took a long journey back to his father's home while 
the oldest never really learned what is truly home.  There is a Joni Mitchell song, “Big Yellow Taxi” 
that says, “Don't it always seem to go that you don't know what you got 'til it's gone”.  This could be 
the theme song of the younger brother.  The tragedy is that the older brother never learned that lesson.  
Because he thought home was a place and a duty, the older brother failed to understand that home is a 
whole family.  The father, however, knew this lesson and longed for both his sons to find their way 
home.  Jesus used this parable to described God's longing for our reconciliation and how lost we really 
are especially when we think that we are the ones who are home.  When this longing for the restoration 



of what was once “very good” is seen as the will of God, things like mercy, forgiveness, sacrificial love
can be understood.  The demand to leave justice and punishment to God opens the way to this 
reconciliation.

For Paul, when we are born again as a new creation in Christ, the way we view ourselves and 
others must change.  We are no longer motivated by the individualism of the world but rather by the 
desire for restoration and reconciliation revealed in Jesus.  No longer are we competing with others for 
a place at the table but rather we are all brothers and sisters.  Our family is not complete until the 
family is made whole.  This does not happen through self-righteous judgment but rather through 
reconciliation.  We rejoice when the lost find their way home and see them not for their past mistakes 
or weird customs but rather as children loved by God.  It is by the power of God's love that the 
suffering and loss needed for restoration and reconciliation are transformed into a new and abundant 
life.


