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Commentary on Jonah 3:1-10 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The book of Jonah describes God's unmerited grace toward all.  Nineveh represents the Persians

who were persecuting the Israelites.  For those that advocate that God only spares the righteous, the 
story of Jonah should be a wake up call.  Jonah wants God to reign down righteousness and judgment 
upon Nineveh but he is afraid that God will instead show mercy if they repent.  Rather than risking 
grace to an enemy, Jonah heads in the opposite direction only to end up where he did not want to go.  
After trying countless times to avoid God's word, the story in today's scripture picks up with Jonah 
proclaiming God's word and the people of Nineveh repenting.  This is the shortest evangelism 
campaign recorded.  Jonah walks only part of the way into the city, proclaims his message, and 
immediately leaves.  Just as Jonah feared, however, the people repent and God shows mercy to Jonah's 
enemies instead of vengeance.  This is just one example that dispels the notion that the God of the Old 
Testament is a God of wrath.  There is only one God of the Scriptures and Jesus Christ is his son.

Jonah 3:2 "Get up, go to Nineveh"
How many times has God had to shake you before you paid attention?
Have you ever run in the opposite direction like Jonah only to end up where you started?
Are the people who you feel don't deserve God's mercy even if they repent?
Where or who is your Nineveh?

Commentary on Mark 1:14-20 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
While Matthew and Luke focus the first chapters on Jesus' human birth and John focuses on the 

eternal nature of Christ, the Word and the Light, Mark wishes the reader to focus on the message or 
Good News.  In verse 14-15, Mark sums up the entire gospel, "Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.'"  This is a fourfold message.  The time or kairos is fulfilled or has come 
to pass.  Now is the time that all the prophets have spoken about.  Now is God's time to bring about 
God's promises.  The kingdom of God or the presence of God's authority is here.  Jesus will speak and 
act with that authority and all of creation will obey except humanity.  We are given a choice.  
Repentance only makes sense if we are given free will.  To repent is to change our life direction and to 
turn our hearts toward God.  Will we accept God's authority or will we choose our own plan?  If we 
turn our hearts toward God, then we can trust that God's promises for us will be fulfilled.  This is the 
good news in which we can believe.  For Mark, this is the reason for writing the Gospel, so others may 
hear the good news, repent, and believe while there is still time.  Knowing that his time was short, 
Jesus called disciples to learn what this message fully meant so that they could continue the 
proclamation even after Jesus was gone.

Mark 1:18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.
Does John's mention of Jesus' encounter with Andrew and Peter help make sense of their 

response?
Would you have left work for to follow a wandering preacher?
What would be your reaction if Andrew or Peter were your son or son-in-law?
When has God called you to make a radical change in your life - to repent and believe?

Commentary on 1 Corinthians 7:25-35   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The early apostles including Paul were convinced that Jesus' return was imminent.  Much of 

https://youtu.be/dpd6xDo9Ia8
https://youtu.be/Zt3NjSLI-60
https://youtu.be/XjYR-weGG9o


Paul's writings need to be read with this return in mind.  The passage today expressly emphasizes this 
point with regards to marriage.  The purpose of marriage is for procreation and life companionship.  If 
Jesus is returning soon, neither of these are needed since we will have an eternity with God.  Paul's 
suggestion is to have your bags packed and ready to go for Jesus may come tomorrow.  Mourning and 
rejoicing, possessions and poverty, are all fleeting conditions of this world soon to be replaced by God's
kingdom on earth.  In one sense this approach proved to be true for we never know when we may meet 
our maker for all we have is today.  A Christian is always living their life in the "now and not yet".  
Jesus could come today, now, so we should be ready but we must plant for the future that is not yet.  
Marriage or singleness should never be a reason not to follow when Jesus calls.  Marriage may add 
complications but it also gives the assurance that those complications do not have to be faced alone.

1 Corinthians 7:32 I want you to be free from anxieties.
Do we tend to read the letters of Paul as law rather than pastoral care?
How does Paul's concern change the message about marriage and singleness?
Have you ever been torn between service to family and service to God?
Would it change anything if you viewed family as a gift of God that God gave you to care for?

Sermon "Answering the Call" (Sermon Video)
While learning to listen to God's call in our lives through prayer is a necessary first step, the 

hardest step maybe answering that call.  This calls for discernment and commitment.  The scriptures 
today call us to step out of the boat and follow Jesus.

In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the call of the disciples on the shores of Galilee at first glance 
appears to be a complete surprise to Andrew and Peter.  John, however, tells us the rest of the story 
about how Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and Andrew and Peter meet Jesus at the Jordan 
before the encounter on the shore (John 1:40-43).  It is not beyond the stretch of the imagination that 
Andrew and Peter shared this encounter with James and John.  God often prepares us before God calls 
us.  The fact that Jonah's brief message in one part of Nineveh shows that the people were seeking an 
answer to their troubles.  By announcing that God was the source, the people immediately began 
repenting.  If we have been listening and seeing the signs, it is easy to discern that the call is from God 
who has been preparing us to respond.

Our response, however, is dependent upon where we are being called and what we are leaving 
behind.  Every call, no matter how small, means we must choose God's will and path instead of our 
own.  This may call for a radical change like Nineveh and Jonah or this may call for a less radical 
change like the disciples.  Nineveh and Jonah both chose to go in the opposite direction of God.  
Nineveh persecuted the people of God, Israel, until they repented.  Jonah traveled in the opposite 
direction of Nineveh when God first called and had to be brought back by a whale before he was 
willing to go to Nineveh.  Andrew and Peter were called to leave their jobs (remember Peter had a wife 
and mother-in-law) while John and James left their father.  Sometimes God calls us to make minor 
course corrections to follow Jesus but other times we must make a complete turn around.  This call to 
turn is known as the call to repent.  Jesus calls us every day to repent (turn) from our will and follow 
God's will.  The longer we resist the call, the more radical the turn will become.

We may resist this call because of what we leave behind.  Like Peter leaving behind his wife, 
Paul warns the Corinthians that it is our obligations and commitments to those we love that often 
become our biggest obstacles to following Christ.  This is especially true during times of crisis and 
tribulations.  Expecting the return of Christ and the tribulation that was promised at judgment, Paul 
urges the people stay single if possible.  This is not a rejection of marriage but an understanding that 
decisions become much more complicated when two people are involved.  It takes a strong faith to 
place not only your life in the hands of the One you follow but also the lives of all those who depend 
upon you.  While repentance calls us to change direction, it is belief that give us the courage to step out 

https://youtu.be/IZb15dyZEOU


of the boat.
By asking us to choose God's will rather than our own, every day Jesus is calling us to repent 

and believe in the good news.  The good news is that the time is fulfilled and that God has come near.  
When by faith we step out of the boat and leave our nets to walk a new direction, it only then that we 
begin to witness the true wonder and beauty of God.  This is the call to have live life abundantly.  Will 
you step out of the boat?


