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Commentary on Numbers 21:4-9  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The story of the Israelites complaining is not new or unique.  The fact that this time the LORD 

sent serpents rather than fire (Numbers 11:1-4) is unique but not of major significance since snakes are 
one of the known hazards of the wilderness.  What is unique is that the people turned to Moses as their 
priest.  Aaron died on Mount Hor after Moses stripped him of his vestments (Numbers 20:28).  While 
Aaron's son was his appointed replacement, the people did not turn to him but to Moses for 
intercession.  Moses, taking on the role of healing priest, makes an object of worship in the shape of a 
snake on a pole.  This event occurred around 1300 BCE.  By the late 8th century BC, there is the story 
of king Hezekiah removing "the brazen serpent that Moses had made" because of idolatry. (2 Kings 
18:4).  The medical symbol of the snake as a cure is associated with the Asklepion emblem of a single 
snake coiled around a staff used since the 5th century BC, when Asklepios became accepted by the 
Greeks as the god of healing.  During the Middle Ages the caduceus of Hermes, portrayed by two 
snakes intertwined around a staff topped by wings, became a symbol of pharmacy and alchemy, and 
eventually came to be associated with medicine.  For Christians, this symbolically represents Jesus 
overcoming the "snake" in the Garden of Eden and defeating the power of sin through the cross.

Numbers 21:7  "pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us."
What 'serpents' threaten you today?
Is your serpent a person, an economic situations, or a health threat?
Can you lift that person or situation up to God in prayer?
Is it hard to remember that even serpents are part of God's creation and plan?
What healing do you need today?

Commentary on John 3:14-21 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
 John 3:16 was called by Martin Luther 'the Gospel within the Gospel'.  Despite being so well 
known, the verse still has powerful implications upon church practices and beliefs.  "For God so loved 
the world that he gave ...".  The action described is initiated and dependent upon God.  God loved and 
God gave.  The Greek word for "world" is cosmos.  God's love is for all of creation not just a select 
few.  This act of universal and unconditional love is the foundation for Wesley's understanding of 
prevenient grace and the practice of infant baptism.  Infant baptism is initiated and dependent upon 
God's grace.  While grace is unconditional, love still demands a response.  If we reject the offer of love,
we judge ourselves and remain in darkness.  If we accept the offer of love, than we live in the light 
saved from the evil in the darkness.  It is not Christ who judges but our faith response that passes 
judgment upon us.

John 3:19  "people loved darkness rather than light"
Is your life truly an open book?
If you are honest, are the parts of you that you don't even want to face?
Are you willing to let the Holy Spirit into your dark places, your painful places?
Do you trust God's love to accept all of you and not just the 'good' parts?
How is God's love healing you today?

Commentary on Ephesians 2:1-10   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
What is the nature of death and sin?  Paul uses phrases like "the wages of sin is death" and "You

were dead through the trespasses and sins".  Is death the punishment for sin or is there something else 

https://youtu.be/qjBCAWhtepQ
https://youtu.be/hBKc0_bcEsQ
https://youtu.be/SBrUlVqnHow


going on?  For Paul, life originates in God and is sustained by God.  If we are separated from God (the 
definition of sin), then we are separated from the source of life.  If we are separated from the source of 
life when our mortal flesh no longer functions, then we are truly dead but if our souls dwell in Christ 
than shall we live.  Death is not a punishment for sin but a natural consequence for being separated 
from the source of life.  You can not blame a computer for not coming on if you do not plug it into a 
power source.  The wages of a power outage is no computers.  No matter how hard we try to make a 
computer work, it will not function without a power source.  In the same way, we can not have life if 
we are not "made alive in Christ".  No matter how hard we try, we can not be the source of our life.  It 
is a gift of God through Christ.  Christ is the outlet, God is the power source, and faith is the power 
cord by which grace flows into our life.  Without the outlet, the power source, or the power cord, the 
computer is dead.  By grace and faith through Christ, we are able to do good works to the glory of God.

Ephesians 2:8 "by grace you have been saved through faith"
Do you trust God to save you or do you want to help?
Do we give God control only during the difficult times?
Do we accept God's free gift but think other's should pay?
If we are saved by faith, then why do we judge others based on their actions?
Can we know the faith of another or what challenges they face?

Sermon "Facing Our Doubts"   (Sermon Video)
At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus preached “Repent, believe, the Kingdom of God is at 

hand”.  That night in Jerusalem, Nicodemus wanted to know how we get to the Kingdom of God.  This 
seems like a common question, “How do I get to heaven”.  Jesus, however, saw the Kingdom of God 
not as some future promise but a present reality for those with eyes to see and ears to hear.  The 
question was not about getting to a place but waking up to where you are already at now.  A baby is 
already in the world before it is born.  It is simply unaware because it is encased in the mother's womb. 
In order to become aware of its surroundings, a baby must be born and so we also must be born again, 
born from above.  We must leave the darkness and enveloping comfort of the womb to enter the light 
and endless possibilities of the Kingdom of God.  As Jesus tells Peter when Peter proclaims Jesus is the
Messiah, this is a gift of the Father, a revelation of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit removes our 
blindness if we have faith.

Those last words, “if we have faith”, is the focus of these readings during this season of Lent.  
Paul tells us in Ephesians that it is not by any work that we are born again but by faith.  Rather than 
resisting the contractions of grace, we must have faith that God is doing a new thing and that it will be 
good.  For it is by faith through grace that we are born again and that same grace will enable us to grow
in Christ if we continue to have faith.  In what or who are we to have faith?  Our institutions and our 
families?  In ourselves and our God given talents?  There is surely enough low self-esteem in this world
to make children of God feel less than who they were created to be.  We do need to faith that we are 
children of God, gifted for God's kingdom but we first must have faith in the Giver of the gifts.

Faced with the long road to the promised land, after forty years the Israelites still complained 
and had doubts.  They were so close to the end but Moses was taking a detour and they complained 
bitterly enough that the LORD sent serpents as punishment.  These serpents were physical 
representations of their fears and doubts.  When they pleaded to remove the serpents, they were in 
essence begging for faith.  Faith in a God who was and is always present but often unseen.  They knew 
they need faith but were too afraid to leave the darkness of their doubts and fears.  The sad truth is that 
they were already in the promised land even in the desert.  Where ever God is with us, there is the 
promised land, the Kingdom of God.  They need to face their fears and their doubts.  They needed to 
look upon the serpents and choose God above all.  And so made a bronze serpent and placed it upon a 
pole.

https://youtu.be/PCpd-99QH7w


Jesus tells Nicodemus that in order for the Holy Spirit to enter our lives so that we may be born 
again, we need to believe.  We need to believe that God is with us and that there is more to life than 
what we see in the dark.  We need to believe that the promised made in the scriptures are being 
fulfilled.  We need to believe that Jesus is telling us the truth.  In fact, we need to go beyond that and 
believe that Jesus is the Son of Man even if he is crucified on a cross.  If we face the sin of our doubts 
and fears and choose to accept by faith Jesus, then we will become open to the Holy Spirit.  If we 
believe, we will discover that the Kingdom of God is at hand.  We must first, however, turn from the 
darkness and choose the light.  The gift of free will given by grace enables us to choose the light or the 
dark.  Repentance is always our choice made possible by God's grace.  It is the only act required for it 
is through repentance that faith is expressed.  The question of Lent is the question given to all God's 
children stuck in the darkness of wrath.  Will you repent?  The offer has been made.  The invitation has 
been sent.  The price has been paid.   All that is required is repent and believe for the Kingdom of God 
is at hand.


