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Commentary on Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Ecclesiastes is traditionally associated with Solomon although most scholars reject this notion.  

The style and earliest fragments found which contain parts of Ecclesiastes point to either the time of the
Babylonian exile or afterwards due to the Aramaic influence upon the Hebrew.  In the context of the 
Old Testament canon, Ecclesiastes is appropriately placed with the Book of Proverbs and Job.  Like 
Proverbs, the author of Ecclesiastes proclaims to be a seeker of Wisdom.  The wisdom which is sought,
however, is not practical wisdom but extensional questions of meaning.  Where as Job places this 
question in the context of suffering, the author of Ecclesiastes finds that the question is the same in the 
midst of suffering and in the midst of indulgence.  For the author of Ecclesiastes, all of human 
endeavor is vanity.  While Buddhist teaching calls this vanity an illusion which humanity must ascend, 
Ecclesiastes sees a deeper purpose in God's plan.  Like Job, while humanity may not be able to see 
God's purpose, it does not mean that there is no purpose.  What Ecclesiastes rejects is the illusion that 
humanity is ultimately in control.  Humanity may build and create but eventually those things with 
collapse and end.  What lasts is our relationship with God.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and 
future into their minds

Has your timing ever been off?
Have you ever rushed something or delayed too long both resulting in a mess?
How was your timing last year?  Did everything go according to plan?
Do you see a new year as a new start to “get things right”?
What if this year you let God set the pace?

Commentary on Luke 2:41-52
This is the only passage in the Bible which mentions Jesus as a child.  There is an early text 

called the "Infancy Gospel of Thomas" which portrays Jesus as a boy.  The stories within this text, 
however, were rejected by the early church.  These stories include Jesus making living animals out of 
mud and bringing a boy back to life after he accidentally knocked him off a roof.  While these stories 
may point to Jesus as the Son of God, they add little to story of the Good News which Jesus 
proclaimed.  So why include the story of Jesus as a boy at the Temple?  Just as Jesus' baptism marked 
the beginning of his ministry, Jesus at the Temple marks the beginning of his age of accountability.  
When a boy is around the age of twelve, he goes through his Bar Mitzvah when he is ready to observe 
religious precepts and is eligible to take part in public worship.  This ability to participate in public 
worship is reflected in Jesus' claiming the Temple as "my Father's house".

Luke 2:51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. 
Was there ever a time when you thought you were smarter than your parents?
Have your children/grandchildren thought they were smarter than you?
What must it have been like to raise Jesus?
How would you have responded when Jesus call's God Father rather than Joseph?
What does it say about Jesus' humility that he was “obedient to them”?
When are we called to be obedient even when we think we know better?

Commentary on Colossians 3:12-17
Unlike other church communities, Paul did not visit the community at Colossae which may 



explain the brevity of the letter - only four chapters.  Once an important trading community, Colossae 
was devastated by an earthquake in 60 A.D.  While it is debated whether or not Paul is the author of the
letter, it is definitely Paul's theology that is used to address "false" teachings within the community.  
The larger church will later use the Gospel teachings and Paul's letters to establish a correct or 
"orthodox" view of what it means to be a Christian.  Those who's teaching fall outside this view will be
called "heretics".  One of the earliest heretical views which the early church faced was those who 
wanted to portray Jesus as a philosopher in the style of Plato.  This view emphasized the "hidden" 
kingdom and the presence of divinity within those who had "true" understanding.  This view minimized
Jesus' suffering and Jesus' call to actively love our neighbors.  Instead, the focus was on spiritual 
manifestations, angels, and mystical understandings.  Paul urges the church in Colossae to be an active 
community of love clothed with acts of compassion and humility.  The spiritual life cannot be separated
from the physical life.  Faith influences actions and actions impact our faith.

Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 
one body. And be thankful.

Reflecting on last year, how was it with your soul?
Did peace rule your heart or were you anxious and worried?
Where you clothed in love or did anger and frustration get the better of you?
What is more important: feeling better or being better?
Maybe the “pounds” we need to lose are our anger, worry, and frustrations?
What is your New Years resolution?

Reflection on Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, Luke 2:41-52, Colossians 3:12-17
Sermon “Walking the Path”

Last week the scripture readings pointed to truth that, despite our apparently chaotic world, God
has a plan.  On a larger scale, God's plan is the ultimate reconciliation between God and creation 
through Jesus Christ.  At a more personal level, God equips those whom God calls as God did with the 
gifts of the wise men to Jesus.  Each person is both part of the larger plan of God's kingdom now as 
well as God's created call on an individual's life.  As Paul tells the Corinthians, each person has a 
unique role in the Body of Christ as the Holy Spirit equips them.  God's salvation plan for each 
individual is for that individual to become fully who they were created to be.  Every gift and talent 
should be both celebrated and integrated into God's larger plan.  Unfortunately, we often get so busy 
with our own planning for the future or evaluating the mistakes of the past that we miss walking the 
path immediately in front of us.

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds the reader that God has given each person a task “to be busy 
with”.  Things are always changing making the future a mystery and our attempts to control it the 
source of our regrets over the past.  God gave us a sense of the past and future not to hold on to 
mistakes or worry about possibilities but to be aware of God's plan.  An awareness of the past assures 
us that God is always faithful even when we are unable to see it at the time.  In hindsight, we become 
aware of a purpose and plan greater than our own.  Faith is the result of knowing that God has always 
and will always be with us.  A knowledge of the future gives us hope that promises made by God but 
not yet fulfilled will one day come to fruition.  Even though life is constantly changing as the seasons, 
through the gifts of faith and hope we can let go of both our regrets and our worries.  At this end of an 
old year, by faith we let go of 2021 knowing that God will make all things eventually work for good.  
We enter 2022 with hope that all God's wonders have yet to be revealed.  Our focus should not be on 
the changing future or the past but on the path immediately before us.

Being fully present in the moment is incredibly difficult.  The world is constantly drawing our 
attention to the worries of the future or regrets of the past.  Even loved ones will unknowingly trigger 
these regrets or worries.  Technology has simply added to our distractions.  People are finding it more 



difficult in this digital age to not anticipate of future or leave work behind.  Simply sitting and being 
fully present with someone without distractions is slow becoming a lost art.  The old saying goes, “Old 
too soon and smart too late.”  All of our worries and regrets mean we miss the now.  We miss God's 
timing.  Jesus, however, always walked the path according to the Father's time.  When it was time for 
the rite of passage into adulthood known as a Bar Mitzvah, Jesus left his parents and went to the 
Temple.  After a days journey, Mary and Joseph realized he was gone and after traveling back, and 
searching for three days, they finally found him. Jesus was surprised at their confusion since to him the 
path was clear.  Despite the knowledge he exhibited and his recognition as an adult according to Jewish
law, Jesus still walked the path of an obedient member of the family.  Jesus did not become distracted 
by his change of status or the praise of others.  Jesus continued to focus on his daily walk the God as a 
respected member of his family and community until the time came for him to enter ministry at the age 
of thirty.

We are also called to daily walk that path with Jesus focused on being fully present.  Paul tells 
the Colossians to focus on walking patiently with kindness and love.  Release and forgive the things of 
the past just as Jesus has forgiven us.  Do not worry about the future but do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus with gratitude and peace.  By living fully present every day with Jesus, we find more 
time and more joy in each moment of the day.  While some people reach this awareness when they 
have been given a terminal diagnosis, Jesus gives us this awareness now.  Jesus offers life abundantly 
as we were we originally created to live.  Walking each day according to God's plan clothed in the love 
of Jesus, we find that each year becomes fuller and richer in so many ways.  This new year, instead of 
making future resolutions to correct past flaws, we need to decide each day to simply walk with Jesus 
being fully present to all those God places in our paths.  May you find this year a blessing and a joy.  
Happy New Year.


